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Thereôs a certain drive, determination and passion that 

comes with leadership. It requires more than going 

through the motions or meeting status quo, which is 

why leading isnôt for everyone. It is also why itôs typically 

easy to spot a leader when you see one. 

Operation Iron Ruck is a great example of leadership. 

The annual four-day, 151-mile ruck march by members 

of the Auburn Student Veterans Association and Uni-

versity of Alabama Crimson League ran from Nov. 23-

26 this year, and included student veterans sacrificing 

half of the week ð including Thanksgiving ð to march 

from stadium to stadium ahead of the Iron Bowl. It is 

done to raise awareness for veteran suicide prevention, 

which hit closer to home this year after both schools lost 

a student veteran to suicide in the last year. 

I was honored to speak at the step-off ceremony on 

Nov. 23, and as I scanned the crowd, the leadership of 

these men and women truly hit home. For most of us, 

Thanksgiving break was an opportunity to go home, 

relax, and eventually begin preparing for finals. Not for 
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this group. These are students who have already sacrificed for 

our great country, now they are willing to sacrifice their week off 

from classes to promote a cause larger than any of us. 

Operation Iron Ruck and veteran suicide prevention in our state 

as a whole are steadily gaining traction and becoming more 

frequently discussed. Support is continuing to grow in amazing 

ways, which was evident that morning outside Jordan-Hare 

Stadium. Auburn University First Lady, Tracy Roberts, an Air 

Force veteran, was in attendance to march alongside the stu-

dents. Then, completely unexpected, Auburn then-interim head 

football coach Carnell Williams arrived, wanting to show his 

support for Operation Iron Ruck. Simply amazing. 

Again, it takes special qualities and traits to be a leader. Itôs 

become a bit of a tradition for my wife, daughter, son, and I to 

walk a leg of Operation Iron Ruck, and itôs an honor to join 

these student veterans. I find solace in knowing that as we con-

tinue to promote veteran suicide prevention, we have a group 

of driven, determined, passionate advocates by our side. 


